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Characteristics of gastroenteritis and rotavirus infection in young children

ING-~ U , - 3 - , . e
Ling-YA Huana!, Kow-TonG Cuen*?, Hour-YoNG CHEN?, FUNG-CHANG SuNG™#

Objectives: This report described the prevalence and clinical characteristics of rotavirus in-
fection among children aged 5 years and younger with acute gastroenteritis receiving cares at four
medical centers in Taiwan. Methods: The surveillance data from April 2001 and October 2002 for
childhood gastroenteritis, obtained from the Center for Disease Control, Department of Health,
Executive Yuan were used to calculate counts and rates among inpatients, emergency patients, and
outpatients. Results: Among 2477 gastroenteritis cases, there were more inpatients (74.8%) than
emergency patients (22.3%) and outpatients (2.9%). Most reported children (65.2%) were between
6 to 36 months of age with a peak shown between 6 to 11 months of age (20.6%). Rotavirus was
the predominant pathogen (43.6%) with the prevalence rate being higher for inpatients (47.1%)
than for emergency patients (33.9%) and outpatients (28.8%). Inpatients were also more likely
than others to have infections of bacteria (11.7%), adenovirus (2.9%), or dual types of pathogen
(4.5%). Patients with rotavirus infection were likely to have diarrhea (93.7%), fever (63.9%), and
dehydration (54.8%). These symptoms were also more prevalent in inpatients than in other patients.
Conclusion: In infants and young children with acute gastroenteritis receiving care at medical
centers are more likely to have the rotavirus infection, particularly for inpatients. We also specu-
late that the rotavirus infection is relatively low among gastroenteritis patients being cared for by
community physicians. (Taiwan J Public Health. 2005;24(2):146-153)
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